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Everyone probably knows by now 
that the District IV website is up and 
running. Content continues to be 
added to by the fine staff of authors we 
have. It’s definitely worth the visit and 
revisit as it grows daily. Go to www.
amadistrict-iv.org and see.

I would like to welcome our newest 
associate vice president (AVP), Rick 
Cawley from Fuqua Varina, North 
Carolina. Many of you know Rick 
because he gets around a lot and flies 
some beautiful Giants Scale radial 
airplanes. Rick will cover central North 
Carolina.

Thanks go to Josh Bunn who has 
served the district for many, many years 
as an AVP. He decided to step down 
to spend more time with his growing 
family.

The district is in need of a government 
relations coordinator. This person 
would help track and plan action with 
the AMA and its lobbyists to inform 
and guide state legislatures in drafting 
bills with consideration for safe hobby 
and recreational use of model aircraft. 
All that is needed to help is the desire 
and a little time. Please contact me 
at jaymarsh@ama-d4.org if you are 
interested.

Sunday flying is still a good thing to do. 
On a Sunday in May, Phil Spillman, 
Jimmy Welch, and John Tate, AVP 
for Control Line, got together at the 
Norfolk Aeromodelers Chesapeake 
flying field to do some flying and testing.

Phil wanted to setup his O.S. .46LA 
Smoothie to fly both Old-Time Pattern 
and AMA Pattern. After the engine was 
dialed in, it flew nicely.

Jimmy brought out his new electric-
powered Pathfinder for its first 
shakedown flight and John brought 
his legacy and P-47 since he had made 
changes and wanted to try things. No 
pressure, just fun. That’s what it’s all 
about.

The following report comes from Bob 
Sowder, Free Flight AVP.

These guys in Carolina just have 
fun. The Carolina Area Free Flight 
Association (CAFFA) was formed 
in 2007, and the club has access to 
a beautiful 1/2 x 3/4-mile sod farm in 
Raeford, North Carolina. CAFFA has 
18 members, and is the only active Free 
Flight (FF) club in North and South 
Carolina. 

As interests in other FF events have 
increased—particularly electric E-20, 
E-36, Catapult Glider, and Classic 
Towline Glider—the club is poised 
for continued growth in a convenient 
southeast location. These FF models are 
by and large easy to build, and a great 
way to learn how to fly without draining 
your wallet.

This past May, CAFFA joined forces 
with the DC Maxecuters to hold a two-
day contest at the CAFFA sod farm. 
Sunshine, light winds, and an excellent 
lunch provided by the club made for an 
enjoyable, relaxing event.

Approximately 20 contestants 
from North Carolina, Virginia, and 
West Virginia registered to fly AMA 
and FAC Rubber FF events. Contest 
director responsibilities were shared by 
John Diebolt, Stew Myers, and Dave 
Mitchell. 

CAFFA has a fun-fly each month 
and its next contest is the October 
Hurricane, October 17-18, 2015.

We sometimes forget (or never 
knew) that the hobby/sport we enjoy 
began with FF. The first national model 
airplane contest in 1923 was 100% FF. 
Hundreds of spectators would attend 
these early national events to watch 
hundreds of young participants fly 
rubber-powered model airplanes. Today, 
FF continues to represent the most 
entries at the AMA Nats. Come join in 
the fun.

Associate Vice Presidents: DE: John Kirchstein,  (302)731-2831; john@kirchstein.net; Mark Weiss, (302)547-4917; markw@ama-d4.org; NC: Rick Cawley, (919) 630-1649; racbgc@
embarqmail.com; Mark Smith,  (704)798-2776; mark@ama-d4.org; David Trogdon, (910)654-1220; frogman28472@embarqmail.com; MD: Richard “Rick” Moreland, (301) 261-7366; 
rmoreland1@verizon.net; VA: Nic Burhans, (540)219-9646; nic@ama-d4.org; Randy Elliott, (540)239-0645; Randy.Elliott@nordsonxaloy.com; Rusty Kennedy, (757) 812-2812; rusty@
ama-d4.org; Steve Moulton, (757) 421-4545; Terry Terrenoire, (412)760-4593; terry@ama-d4.org; FF AVP: Bob Sowder, (540)525-7086; bsowder@rbnet.com. CL AVP and FF /CL Contest 
Coordinator: John Tate, 10 Hanbury Ave., Portsmouth VA 23702; (757) 399-5376; jtate22@cox.net. RC Contest Coordinator: Andy Kane, 305 Natick Ct., Silver Spring MD 20905; (301) 
785-3022;andykane01@gmail.com. Education/Safety Coordinator: Bradford Booth Jr., (336) 685-4064; bradford@ama-d4.org Webmaster:  Jack Upchurch, webmaster@ama-d4.org.
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Jimmy Welch launching a Smoothie.

Go fly and have fun safely. 

Carl Dowdy and  Joe Hurdle discussing Carl’s 
Jetstream.

Control Line AVP John Tate’s Legacy coming off 
the ground.

John Diebolt leaned back for launch.


